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note; There has been considerable doubt expressed in press: -- 
25X1A eases as to whether HO Chi Minh is actually still the most powerful m:.. < 
in Viet in the power of other persons behind the. 
25X1XK scenas. these doubts are not tased on fact 
and that HO Chi Minh remains definitely the most powerful figure in Vie* ° 
Nam and that the secoml most powerful is. VO Nguyen Giap, the only leak: . 
in addition to HO who ig really well known to the population. Detailed 
personality information on these two men is well known and is not incl: i: 
in this report. } 


HO Chi Minh -- VO Nouyen Giap 


i=: 1, The Communist Party in French Indo China does not like its leaders to be too 


intellectual and loyalty: is definitely preferred to intellectualism. The 25X1A 
25X1X latter tends too much toward doubt regarding orthodox doctrine. 
25X1X note: confirms this, with the exception of the very top leade73. 
25X1AN S s that PHAN Boi (Washington notes HOANG Huu Nam), Vice Uinister 
of the Interior before his death, was ‘suppressed’ by the Viet Minh fox 
this vary fault. Source A reports as e certainty that Bol was drowned uy 
accident while swimming.) HO Chi Minh always wanted to avoid war with 
the French because he felt that he needed more time to strengthen ths 


Communist Party in French Indo China. He was further sncouraged to si; . 
the 6 March 1916 Agreement ard subsequent. French accords because of the 
spparent ascendancy of the Commmist Party in France at that time. On 
the other hand, the four leading members of the Directing Commitee of “os 
Viet Minh—-V0 Neuyen Giap, HA Ba Cang, DANG Kuan Khu and NGUYEN Luong Bange~ 
were opposed to that truce. In the deliberations of the Directing Commi.tiee, 
HO was eventually forced to bow to the will of the majority; hence the 
outbreak of hostilities in December 1916, YO Neuyan Glap was the spear wad 
of this policy in opposition te that of HO. Glap, with his brilliant, «ctive 
and independent mini, is an illustration of the reason that the Communi: | 
Party does not want ite membere to ba too intellectual, Giap is entirei:: too 
independent; he is less submissive to Party discipline than most and is 
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5X1A : to blame Glap for extremiss activities, | 
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and ts xsi anoitious. if the French fail to suppress Glap, he will 
> @erteinly sooner or later be Suppressed by his qwn Party. If md vhen a 
“| Break take ee between HO and Gizp, the other thres-Cang, Khu and Bang, 
' bly follow HO. HO Chi lignh at present signs no decrees. He 
‘Gieap sign. all governmental decrees so_%; Ls ata later tins, if it 
seems: desirable tq reach on agreenent. wit hy be will bs ab’e 
note; There are other 
ose tha door on an accord 25X1X 
Viet Minh propaganda 
etwoon the "good" French and the French "ine 
this propaganda. permits HC to incite 
the people to greater resistance efforts and simultaneously to lay the — 
- foundation for.a future, accom] with the !'rench, and thet the Frene Also 
Wish’ to: ledve this door cpen au evidenced by soue French propaganda 40 
~ the, effect that Mi is in the mands of extremists. This my be internied 
to permit a later rapprochenent with 'u and a repression of the extremists 
of mech. bee is tages ‘fuaber. One.) ° 
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— tes” ” ‘the Tet Han News Service versie A on 28 july 3 “WokT ‘that . 5 ier a 
: nas been replaced as uinister of Naticnsl Dofensse by TA Quang Tua, How a 
* . @ver, he is still Coménder in Chief of the Viet Vanese anys military? md = 

i meu, defense sriapizatians. ) _ chs a a te galats 
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“oe wand Lster to we _feuple, organ of the Cultural Association for Ne aticnal welfare. is 


or Partigli Ly behind the scenes af the vie tnam Gov. rrrent ‘eres t. power, ‘de. shale ed 
» by PAW van Tore: Hie rower ts-at least equal tc that of VC nguye 4 Giag but 
it 4s generelly . exercisee in a eiffirent Tielé. Giap is at present confining | 
hig attention ‘yrincirally to military maticrs; Deng ts interested in all . -hases _ 
ef Government ane Vietminh party: yolltics. Long was torn al.out 1907 in Tonkin; 
_ he peeedved bis educetirn in Triochina. He hes ‘rot been in the USSR, “2b may 
have been tn the Chinese Corrunist Carital te Yenan. UnCer the french regime 
~. he had. a rosition jn the Pinarice Service. suring Lhe Coalition Gove risce mnt he oo, 
contrituteé a number of tell-sritten articles to the newspaper . 


len wrre wally signed, with a PECUC ENYMe o, He ds. cwery € trong on 
ie ufh he has’ never erenly acknoriedged “his Cormunism, 
Tong is a Comruniat. He is ene of the three chic , of 
‘the pues the ether tro. are £0 ¢hi Mink ant VO. nguyen Clap. Torr is o2 
portant rember ef the all-poverful Ten oy Naireeting Corrittee vor i> itoure’ <s 
of tke: Vietrick. Party. Ue is capable, indefatigable and. broac in hig aiterestee 
Tt 4s tertcal of the ranrer én rhich he rrefers to operate that tis only public 
_ Tesitien fe. the comprraticc ly Areonspicucus ene of Vice Ni raster of ECON! i <a a a 
‘Affaire, “Wie peal rocer behind the ecenes is exercised ‘through the Can Po. __ 
“with. its eortrol clea TERT er ane as Forieies 3 Antectrination ang secret pvilee; 
er Ve eyes Ly 5 ‘senalat tye He not! ony: cane 
the’ Wwendstry af  eechaite “afPadre hut. also tel?s Frest. inflvence in all tre 
fc other. Finistries, nétahly Firance, Eeucaticn ant Labor as veld, an the information 
. Lerartrent cf tre vinistry of Intericr.. 
bes FHAR van Tort wes previcusly reverted aS the Minister: of Keonomic. 
Ag the Vice Mrtaster and tho anc whe wields the real rower ap the 
try. Senrces A and PB from the official Government Ast rerort that the 


Winketer ‘cf ‘coner ic 4ffairs is FHAN Anh) - oe . oe, he ia ah 
 2BXAA lg ; : ea 3 a Pee M gost a 
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Othe x roporta from reliable sources state ‘hat PHAN Jan Dong 
yricen studied in Hue and Hanoi, went to the Ecole Staline in 


Osco Por ‘thige FEALS, sid, avowed Gcoamuzist and faneticaliy d ‘ 
i < a on GQVONCE Clzamiist and ff ; ¥ davotad to 
HO Ghi tinh, ) : Se a a 


CONFIDENtTAI | a 


. Ay nk cores from a. faril ¥ of outstanding pares Fis fathers: a  Sbbotae 
of const rabl 


Je dsaris ation, and known for tis eccentricities, < CHEE. ted s | 


me Rare. a briliiant frefesser & an the. rrivate 2chool a at. Tha n ir Long 


\ “f 
4 a ape, schon] at, eich ce rEvyED | Cla Fane HAT, mink Giaz ulse 
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phi ‘Anh was born eo Moathers Annet oe 1910... Th. 1932 be geceiaed | 
da *licence-er=droit* from the University 2 Hanol;, he, then.nent to France 
received bis "octoratren-ercit". In 1940. he returned to Jacochina | 
and h care 8, lawyer in the Hanoi. law courts. this was comparatively. cece 
gor aR Binamite as the French. ‘genern lly attempted. to hole a monopoly on this. 
yrofession for themselves, Tractically speaking, the Annamese craduates of 
re Hanel 14. ‘School, unless they could afforé to, ‘rontdinue their studies in 


rante, coul® lock forrare to no. “legal career nore brilliant than thet of” 
oommis-rroffier” in the lay, courts, i. e, a Government functionary, Anh 


wom ww 


“estatlishee, a fervtation for. brilliance. an? oloqucnee anc ecame popula with 
the Masses In the Jardneso-sponsored purrpet covernment of TRAN trong Kin, 
‘Anh wos inister ‘of Youth because he wished to be helpful to Vietnamese Youths | 


: eee 3 pericd. of thé Vietminh, he hele no inportant, post... He: became chir 
; = of 2 Tu Ve ‘tor the strect, on. which he lived in Ranoi. . In February 1946 


he was accorded an important rest, though not ministerial, in Nationa? Fefense 

- in FO. ert Minh's Povernment « In hia presert position of. Minister of Temes. 
Affairs). despite his considershle ¢ qualifications, he is. overshat or ved t: the _ 
Serene and active HIM van Tong. - Ank is & non-partisan. his altitude. toward 
the ranch is a noverate. pnd reaschahle One ¢ 
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spur € wbp,. ore nore lees reat corer with compar atively little pur tie te 
ceaition in the Vietnam. 
low: cr uniat.: He ras torn Yn 19: 3 ne, 
Siceticn & are ie exert that he graduated, from. whe SUN 
tool {Chung Shan ‘Univepsi ty) in Voscow, where he attalred the highes 
er Rauge*) accorded ty that school. Few Vietnancse have 
eh, erres in Voscor; one other ahe ie was TRAN dink Long, aho aftery 
1 itportiant. remb. roof the Vietminh, bit ras. assars inated by, gangsters 
y of the Torr i*nh Hols this ‘Incident, was @ curicus one; the DYE 
we ylang to Assarsinate Longess be gancaters. nerely arrened | 
Lzdnp, his Arrertanees s. was a startling ble. .2 the 


eo) 


Teas uckeols, tut 3. But @urine the Japanese oceuyetic: and ever” 
re fren “the, TS5R, he qe beer or Ube secret en melee of the Soviets. ; 
a, oi Seonnt hile for the Vigtrinh upristng in, Cock inchina after, the = 
ae Ratus Novi rber. 1945 to Jaruary 1926 his prinetral role yas 

ae the clandestine Vietminh in. Cochinekir a cpg Pe. 7 
 Terbin. He is at Eresent the delegate of the V- anon 
ane was als focone ef the Vtotnan Tolerate | at a “veceat: 
Nethiy | We is rroud but. charn € 
erctions of, 13. Aste ners ». 
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An van Glau, ‘alias bee ang, alias NOUYEY Duc Quon, is © 
; been reported to be one d the Viet Ninh chief vio 

ond was’ impisoned by the French for a ‘nurber ~ 
vn writer and ‘presently ‘the “leade>" > oh the Fre 
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rarely TRAP van Chau has.hac many Siffercnt, EO SS aie ncceant re 


TEs Gn exee 2aLe, wets oe 


‘One of the: Vietnatiese delergtes te ‘the’ Pan-Adtatée Conference was Dri PHAM ng 
Trach... “Be was hora abort: 198 He received hie early * 
_edvest en in Indochina, but went to Prance for Kis: a eencet es Ee: oe 

Cae i Felice let Uae Seep 


Ay i ‘ a 
ee abtae: as s isisen tetwern ; 
the: al tenalist Terents of Cotftnchtna. ‘ant * ehe yaetnak Goverment in TonkPa, 6° 

Any Avalent. réle that, Giau filled for the’ Comrunists. Thach was- 
arrested by the Freach tut ecturned Ay exchanse for a Frénehran ted ‘pts oner 
“by the Annamese. He sas the winister cf the Intieg {ote e ween Provisional” 
| Government, just prior to the Coaliticn Gove "He: piso ont oe ‘the , 
delerates at the’ sian . onferene’ a Sie aie AR BM 


6 thas ers the name TR No van’ Luan whéh he went? 
he ranapiatte, ie congas He has been reported to be an Undersecretary | 
yiah it spent and is ‘presently: in’Bm gkok, sérviig as- ee 
his statenent that he iad ayes the ‘eee 
%O: Ox vs O van: Giao, Liberal statesmin an friend of Nat pridt, ie 
Se 1A ed te etay on in Sag ron ana fork. ag sional” pov aprment oo" 


 bece: saa 
_Bgreentle ‘to the Franch SS aaa aee fOnr ies 


lot ick, A a ae ‘ tye fay ae! 


a “me heath of ‘both the: Mi faietes” “of ‘the ee Ca thue - 
ao Khanh, ‘anc Vice Kimister of -Interior (HOARG hut Nam, ee iene Bet). haven" 
ly rcportee. § Gee ee ae a) 
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be The new y Minister of Thter? ‘cris TON ave Thane. Source does” not’ ‘chon ae he 

is a Gor runist. Thang was inprisonec for some yearg at Poulo Corder, but was’ 
| 1. Jonanvse’ releaséc nearly all. tho Annencee who: h 

wiscned . ‘by the Prone ch Q OG well ino 

: Jemiory 1946. chen te, beeare Pres 

“of age oe ui8 cors sleet 

“the Viee Kin} 
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: : Or on 8 ‘Sol ¥ ‘houtt ‘the viet Nam “Hews 

: oe RGN dae Théng has been replaced as winister of interior and has" beeom. ‘Tn . 

: : aod Spector Ganeret 3 for the note patton.) Vee ci fla ae Le tase ee 
: : : of . Pe ty A 

Se oes mo Se 4a technically, a non-yé 

ee i “In the “perdee. before’ the Vietatoh 

for? Hanod “ane hecame. Treaident. Of" yas Comms ttse ee 
ace ee re of eae An Rocbrter. es "4s ie Tas. | ial 
Pet "the ae 

i - ey enidieeiey. i 7 hd 

: us 6, Yeeore : 

: ; | possible that Ye aale “et pee pone 
: oe oy, » the. is Agier ef 7 Ie oe ieee wees 
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4 am apreared Lar ror. 
ee was aN very Te althy Te od 

Te “sta ited “Ehat he belorzee to ne rolitical party. er te 

te: Pinh bas teon previously rerertes as" one of the Conservative: 
Wietnam Governments a nurber of ronnervati  modernt.e- rersohs 
€ ree sore Fart an, the. Vietmirh Coverneert Ain which rost of 
Bohai | ates that 


y “ett rept et - oh a at. wrt ‘a0 years: O18 ; with ® narwentners 

) i oe dereprhd fc be quite #4 pase: with a. Torei ener. 

t ; : sant Goverratcnt dortains representatives of 
iced gartics as eelDed rine partieens; but it is all Vietminn controlled. 
This "open secret! “has heen privitnsly reported; horrver, the — 
sok & res ot bo an Suede een :otftedal: of the Vietnam 
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